Japan Mapped World Conquest 
In Tanaka Memorial of 1927 



Democracies Scoffed at Forecast, as They Did at 
Hitler s Mein Kampf, but Part of Project 
Already Is Fulfilled. 

M; VH U , By Marquis W. Childs. 
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Japan has its own Mein Kampf, a 
icument drawn up nearly 15 years ago 
la ring out the line of conquest leading 
c overlordship of the world for Japan’s 
I: iperor. 

rhis is! the Tanaka Memorial, a mem- 
>rpndum prepared by Baron Tanaka 
Emperor Hirohito following a con- 
■ence at Mukden, in Manchuria, of 
gjpanese | militarists and industrial 
.ders. ! At the conference practical 
Jps for la plan of conquest were agreed 
: H° n - As with Hitler’s sinister auto- 
igraphy, peace-loving peoples ignored 
5 import of the Tanaka Memorial. 
Americans, British and many Chinese 
-f erred 1 not to believe that the Jap- 
sse^ meant what they said, just as 
<ler s fantastic plans- were put down 
the ravings of an ego-maniac. The 
>anese denied the 'authenticity of the 
ument; which was made public sev- 
1 months after the conference at 
kden through Chinese sources. But 
olars believe it is authentic. The 
laka Memorial has just been re- 
led Har P er & Brothers in a spe- 
■ edition with an introduction by Carl 
w, a former Missourian and a long- 
e resident of the Orient. 

‘ There is no doubt,” says Mr. Crow on 
e question of authenticity, "that the 
>1 ference was held in Manchuria at 
time J stated and that its purpose 
to draw up a program of policy for 
n to follow in China, especially in 
churia and Mongolia. It would have 
a most extraordinary thing for a con- 
nce of| that sort to be held without 
odying the results in a report of 
e sort, | and, as he was the Premier 
i tie country, it was the duty of Barbn 
aka to present this report to the 
leror. ;The fact that the conference 
participated in by such a large 
liber ofi officials, many of whom had 
‘ese servants and clerks, made the 
of espionage comparatively easy 
it is not at all improbable that a 
of the report fell into Chinese 



Already Fulfilled in Part. 

A large part of the memorial deals 
witl the steps to be taken for the 
economic conquest of Manchuria and 
;olia. ! As:- Mr. Crow- points out, the 
iese have since that time followed 
or less closely the pattern that 
|n Tanaka laid dowii ; which is an- 
indication of the document’s au- 
iicity. fi? 

hile, most'- -of the secret memorial is 
[hup with plans for Manchuria and 
;oha, it states specifically that war 



betweemthe United States. and Japan is 
ineyitafel^Necessary first, Tanaka points 
out, is a policy of “Blood and Iron’’ in 
Manchuria and Eastern Asia. 

"But in carrying out this policy,” the 
Premier wrote to his Emperor, “we have 
to face the United States, which has been 
turned against us by China’s policy of 
fighting poison with poison, in the 
future if we want to control China, we 
must first crush the United States just 
as in the past we had to fight in the 
Russo-Japanese War. But, in order to 
conquer China, we must first conquer 
Manchuria and Mongolia. 

“In order to conquer the world we must 
first conquer China. If we succeed in 
conquering China the rest of the Asiatic | 
countries and the 'South Sea countries 
will fear us and surrender to us. Then 
the world will realize that Eastern Asia ■' 
is ours and will not dare to violate our 
rights. This is the plan left to us by 
Emperor Meiji (the Emperor who 
brought Japan out of its isolation in a 
reign lasting from 1868 to 1912), the 
success of which is essential to our na- 
tional existence.” 

Raw Materials First Goal. 

The memorial described the economic 
and military infiltration of Manchuria 
which should proceed actual attack on 
this province of China, The objective 
was to build a far-flung raw materials 
base in Mongolia and Manchuria and 
“under the pretense of trade and com- 
merce penetrate the 'rest of China.” 1 

At the time of the conference in 1927, 
the South Manchuria Railway had been 
developed to a high degree as a force for 
economic penetration. The railway com- 
paiiy controlled many related trade ac- 
tivities. But Baron Tanaka complained 
that a different type of management 

was necessary if the railway company 
was to fulfill its politico-military mission. 

Moreover, he told his Emperor in the 
document, it was essential to build rail- 1 
way lines penetrating into North Man- 
churia to tap the great iron, coal and 
shale oil reserves to be found there. 
Manchuria and Mongolia must be made 
the Belgium of the Far East, the me- 
morial states, with Japan’s wars fought 
out there rather than in Japan proper. 
Railways to be* built in Manchuria, he 
pointed out, would open up fabulously 
rich resources. 

“We shall save the expense of $60,000,- 
000 which we pay for the importation of 
steel every year,” the report said. "When 
we can have sufficient iron and steel 



for our own industries, we snail nave 
acquired the secret for becoming the 
leading nation in the world. Thus 
strengthened, we can conquer both the 
East and the West. In order to attain 
this goal, the iron works must be sepa- 
rated from the South Manchuria Rail- 
way. Such unified control will keep 
China from preventing us to become 
self-sufficient in iron and steel.” 

May Have Big Steel Reserves. 

A reference to a “secret” survey raises 
the question whether Japan may not 
have large secret resources of steel, far 
beyond what she has been generally 
assumed to have. Most authorities have 
said that the Japanese could not endure 
a long war because of their limited steel 
capacity. During the past three or four 
years the United States has exported to 
Japan $100,000,000 worth of pig iron, 
steel and iron scrap,, steel ingots and 
steel and iron plates. But this may have 
been to create a reserve in addition to 
Japan’s own secret steel resources. Or 
it may have been, in pa?t at least, a blind 
to conceal hidden resources in Man- 
- churia and Mongolia. 

A iarge number of Chinese had settled 
in Manchuria by 1927 and the author of 
the Tanaka Memorial recommended va- 
rious plans for their ruin. Japanese were 
to destroy them by lower prices made 
possible through a government subsidy. 
The Chinese silver currency was to be 
debauched through currency manipula- 
tion schemes worked undercover by the 
Japs. 

Last, and most important, numerous 
secret agents -were to be sent into the 
region to prepare the way for Japanese 
conquest. It was specifically proposed 
that 1,000,000 yen (about $500,000) be ap- 
propriated from the “secret funds” of the 
army to send 400 retired army officers 
into Manchuria disguised as teachers and 
Chinese citizens in order to lay the j 
“foundation” for Japanese "national in- 
terests for the next hundred years.” 

They were also to penetrate Mongolia 
in Chinese disguise, dressed as farmers, 
herdsmen or dealers in wool. The me- 
morial pointed out that 19 retired Jap- 
anese officers were already living in the - 
house of the reigning Mongolian prince 
and “the daughter of Gen. Fukushi- : 
ma. Governor of Kwantung, risked her ; 
life among the barbarous Mongolian 
people” in order to become chief ad- 
viser to the prince. 

Slaying Touched Off Conquest. 

In this connection the incident that 1 
led to the Japanese conquest of Man- i 
churia takes on a special significance. 
The invasion was touched off when 
Chinese soldiers killed a Capt. Nakamura 
of the Japanese Army, who was travel- 
ing in Manchuria under a passport as a 
school teacher. • Large sums of money 
were found- on his person. Three associ- 
ates were killed with him. This occurred 
on July 28, 1931. A year later the Japs 
were in complete control of Manchuria, 
having finished the military job that 
was laid on the economic-political base. 

On July 7, 1937, just 10 years after 
the end of the Manchuria conference 
out of which the Tanaka Memorial is 






supposed to have come, the illegal ma- 
neuvers at Lukouchiao, near Peking, y 
precipitated the clash which led to 3 
Japan’s undeclared war on China. The ■. 
same Manchurian militarists who had l 
attended the conference, says Mr. Crow, 
were in command in North China when . 
the crisis developed into a series of 
major offensives against the Chinese., 
That war is still going on, with the Japs 

(See CHILDS, Page B-3.) 



determined to crush the last vestige of , 
j Chinese resistance. I 

i “Many of the moves were secret and 
j “any were delayed, waiting for an op- 
portune moment,” says Mr. Crow of the 
years since the document was first given 
publicity. “But there has been no de- 
viation from the plan. Every action of 
the Japanese militarists and every state- 
ment by the Japanese diplomats has 
been along the lines set by Baron 
Tanaka. A great deal of his program 
has already been accomplished. If 
Japan should conquer China, she would 
then be in control of one-third of the 
population of the world and well on her 
way toward her goal of world domina- 
tion.” ' 

Ambition Three Centuries Old. 1 
| Moreover, as Mr. Crow points out, the ! 

I historical chain goes back much further 
i than the Tanaka Memorial. It runs to 
j the great Hideyoshi, national hero of 
j Japan, who conquered Tarea and went 
i on to take China and the rest of the 
[ world. The exploits of this conqueror 
| who believed, in 1592, that the Jap- 
anese Emperor would sit on the throne 
of the world, have been glorified in song 
and story for more than three centuries. 

Lord Hotta, the Prime Minister when 
the first American treaty with Japan 
was negotiated in 1858, was the author 
of a memorial that has the same tone 
as that supposedly written by Baron 
Tanaka. 




